Opening Liturgy for Evening Vespers



written and prepared by Elizabeth Keller during her travels to southern Sudan

Gathering Song
“Gathered Here in the Mystery of this Hour” (3 X)
Call to Worship

We gather in this sacred space in the midst of God’s mystery and wonder,

in a blessed but broken world.

As we gather before the Holy One, 

She calls each of us by name . . . (name each person’s name)

Do you hear Her calling your name?

Centering Prayer

God of Hagar and Sarah,


women without choice,


living in a broken, pained, and divided family,


yet women You called to give birth to your divine descendents.

God of *Shiphrah and Puah,


women without status,


midwives to the Hebrew people,


yet women You called to defy the powers and principalities of the land,


and instead, to trust in You.

God of Ruth and Naomi,


women without husbands, property, and position,


devastated by grief, anguish and anger,


yet women you called into faithful companionship to care for  one another.

God of Tamar,


a woman without safety,


raped by her own kinfolk,


yet a woman You called to weep and wail at injustice.

God of Mary,


a woman without fame or fortune,


young and pregnant, scared and expectant,


yet a woman You called to suckle and nurture the Christ child.

God, each of us comes to You with our vulnerabilities,


and yet, You call each of us by name,


to lead and serve in unexpected places and spaces

transforming our limitations into possibilities.

Tonight, we honor those women who have come before us,


who are among us,


and who will come after us.

We speak and pray their names this night.

*Exodus 1:15 

Litany on Listening for the Feminine Divine


written by Elizabeth Keller

Group 1:
Naming the Feminine Divine is more than political correctness.

Group 2:
It’s more than inclusion.

Group 1:
It’s even more than empowerment for girls and women.

One Voice:
While it’s important and imperative that women honor the Divine in us, and us in the Divine, naming the Feminine Divine is even more.

Two Voice:
It’s about daring to recognize the fullness of God, 

One Voice:
as both masculine and feminine, 

ALL:

and beyond!

Two Voice:
Even more, it’s about listening – for She is speaking . . . 

ALL:

and how dare we silence Her anymore!

One Voice:
The time has come for Her voice and vision to be realized . . .

Two Voice:
For the Feminine Divine . . . 

Group 1:
She collaborates, not dominates;

Group 2:
She shares the truth, rather than control it;

Group 1:
She works in community, not just as individuals;

Group 2:
She affirms rather than judges;

Group 1:
She holds many things in tension, 

Group 2:
Like the miracle and mystery of death and birth, as she has done so in the womb;

Group 1:
She sees the world for its subtlety and simplicity, 

Group 2:
its grace and gentleness, 

Group 1:
its patience and purity, 

Group 2:
its delight and desire for all living things;

Group 1:
She is emotional and mystical, curvy and sensual . . .  

ALL:

and she moves through each of us.

One Voice:
The Feminine Divine invites us into relationships of mutuality.

Two Voice:
*She shows us the path of life, in Her presence there is fullness of joy, 

One Voice:
in her right hand are pleasures for evermore.  

ALL:

Do you hear Her voice?

*Psalm 16:11 
